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difference,  and in the sensible world a real matter
which is capable only of an external synthesis.

The result of this failure of the mediation of the
soul is that in the Plotinian scheme we have at the one
extreme bare unity, and at the other bare difference,
connected by a threefold mediation. In other words,
just because Plotinus does not conceive the soul as the
unity of the intelligence with the material world,
but as a tertium quid that partakes of both, he is
obliged on the one side to deny that the absolute unity
is a unity of differences, or that it ever goes out of
itself into the difference of self-consciousness; an<l he
is obliged to deny, on the other side, that matter is ever
really brought into subjection by the unifying principle
in the material world. What he gives us, therefore,
is a subordination-system, in which the attempt is
made by many intermediates, to overcome the separa-
tion of absolute opposites, which cannot be brought
into any intelligible relation with each other. And
the assertion that the One is above, and matter is
below existence and knowledge, only shows that the
very idea of an intelligible world is destroyed by
dualism, that is, by a theory which divides the world
between absolute opposites and refuses to carry them
back to any ultimate unity. Thus, to hold that
there is, at the one extreme, a positive unity which
is completely separated from difference, and which
is not capable of being differentiated or determined